CLASSIC CRIMES
said she was at school with the accused, who had spoken of
the partiality shewn by her parents for the younger children.
William was made to wheel their perambulator, which he
disliked doing. The father used to say%ow much finer a boy
his youngest son, Saville, was than William.
All this was but a weak groundwork on which to base
so terrible an accusation, but Inspector Whicher held a
stronger card. Sarah Cox, the housemaid, said that she
collected the soiled linen from the bedrooms on Monday
mornings. Miss Constance threw her nightgown out on
the landing as usual on Monday, 2nd July, and witness took
it to the lumber-room on the same floor, along with the
other dirty linen. She then called the eldest Miss Kent to
enter the weekly washing in the laundry book, in which that
nightgown duly figured. She perfectly remembered putting
it in the laundry basket.
Miss Constance came to the door of the lumber-room after the things
were in the basket, but I had not quite finished packing them. She
asked me if I would look in her slip pocket and see if she had left her
purse there. I looked in the basket and told her it was not there. She
then asked me to go down and get her a glass of water. I did so, and
she followed me to the top of the back stairs, as I went out of the room.
I found her there when I returned with the water, and I think I was not
gone a minute. She drank the water and went up the back stairs to
her own room.1
The cross-examination of this witness occupies two closely-
printed pages of the report, which shews how much weight
Mr* Edlin attached to her statement. But Sarah was not to be
shakefi. She said that Miss Constance's nightdresses were
easily distinguishable from those of the other ladies, as h&rs
had plain frills and theirs lacework. Miss Constance had
three, including the one put into the basket. That week three
nightdresses were entered in the laundry book, of which hers
was one. On the Tuesday the laundress sent a message to say
that there was one nightdress short; witness said that must be
a mistake, for she herself had put in three. There was nothing
unusual in. Miss Constance's manner on the discovery of the
minder. Witness had never seen her unkind of unsisterly to
lie^ Kttle brother. Esther Holly said that she was in the habit
1 The Great fnme ofi86o^ p. 132.